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   (2/25) 

POSITION:  Oppose  

             

 

The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 945. This bill would amend CP§ 11-403 to 

permit a “representative of a community impacted by the crime” to submit a community 

impact statement in a sentencing or disposition hearing.   

 

This bill broadly allows “a representative of each community” impacted by the crime to 

submit an impact statement at sentencing and the right to appeal under Criminal 

Procedure Article § 11-103, but the bill does not provide sufficient guidance to delineate 

who is to be considered a community representative.   The definitions are of particular 

importance because the bill does not limit the number of impact statements that may be 

submitted, requires the court to consider the statements, and provides a community 

representative with a right to appeal if a statement is not considered. As the State’s 

Attorney is generally considered to be the representative of the community in criminal 

cases, more clarity is needed in this bill regarding who else is a community representative 

so that it can be applied appropriately and consistently if enacted.  

 

The Judiciary also notes that juvenile court proceedings are confidential and questions 

whether this bill may open the door to a disclosure of confidential information beyond 

what is permitted by CJP § 3-8A-27. 
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